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Contemporary ideas of nature were largely shaped by
schools of thought from Western cultural history until the
present day concerns with environmental change and
biodiversity conservation. This textbook provides an
overview of different ways of conceptualising nature in
epistemological terms, reflecting the tensions between the
polarities of humans as masters or protectors of nature, or
as part of or outside of nature. Each chapter provides a
concise overview of its topic which will serve as a
concise introduction to students and reference source.
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